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HEE 22 AH 9 29 ME(The Parent Information and Resource Center
of Vermont: PIRC Vermont)= HZE A]g9o] Ewol WS4 A - A
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A (Vermont Parent Information Center: VPIC)$} v]= WSR2 RE 214 A]
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Addison County Parent/Child Center

e Champlain Islands Parent Child Center

e Early Education Services of Windham County
e Family Center of Northwestern Vermont
e The Family Center of Washington County
e The Family Place

e [amoille Family Center

e [Lund Family Center

e VNA/JANET S. Munt Family Room

e Milton Family Community Center

e NEKCA/Parent Child Center South

e NEKCA/Parent Child Center North

e QOrange County Parent Child Center

e Rutland County Parent Child Center

e Springfield Area Parent Child Center

e Sunrise Family Resource Center
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Abstract

The Survey of unwed mom's
support and self-reliance

child

Hyeyoung Kim
Mijeong Lee
Tackmeon Yi
Eunji Kim
Boyoung Sun
Yeonjin Chang

The Korean society 1s undergoing cultural changes toward more sexually

tolerant society, due to the surge of atypical family types precipitated by an

aging soclety & low birthrates, increasing divorce rate, delayed marriage age,

and redefined sexuality. As the age of first sexual experience is getting low

and society starts to accept sex openly, taboo on premarital sex is apparently

eased. Nevertheless, as social tolerance toward childbirth and child-rearing by

unmarried women remains quite low, unmarried mothers have experienced

many troubles.

Childbirth outside of wedlock (of single mothers) is estimated to be about

6,000 to 10,000 children in Korea per year. However, the exact number is




unknown. Social prejudice and inhospitality cause women to give up rasing
their children or induce having an abortion. Even though the reports of
increasing number of unmarried mothers rearing her child, the job insecurity
of unwed-moms, unemployment, and low level of government support disturb
their child support and self reliance.

For this reason, this study examines how many difficulties unwed mothers
have in daily life, especially child—-caring and sustentation. And this study
analyzes how pregnancy and childbirth changes single(unwed) mother’s life
and further how their changed life affect their child rearing. Not only
analyzing social support for single mothers with various characteristics but
also reviewing the social provision for single moms of the inside and outside
of the country, this study suggests an efficient welfare services for unwed
moms.

The main methodologies incorporated in this study are literature review,
survey, and in—depth interview on unwed-moms. On top of that, in order to
produce relevant policy issues for Korean society, the experts conference and
the facility personnel workshop were arranged. In—depth interviews were
conducted with 8 single moms, and survey questionnaires were developed by
KWDI. Survey data was collected from unwed-moms’ with their child. Total
1,200 questionnaires were sent out by post-mail and returned 882. Among
them, 727 questionnaires were used for this analysis.

The following are policy agenda based for the results of this study:

First, of the 727, 51.4%6 were unwed—-moms in their twenties, 3596 were 30's
female. Most of unwed-moms have a child and 82.8% were under age 5. One
of the most obvious findings is that single-moms have been tough on rearing
their children, expecially lack of financial support and time for taking care of
their children. Also, they had poor housing, and nearly half the
unwed-moms(46%6) had debt about thirteen million won. Thus, as the child




rearing ratios of single mothers are growing as well, supporting for single
mothers will enable them to be independent earlier shows that it is necessary
to adopt strategies to enlarge the supporting range.

Secondly, as a result of the pregnancy and childbirth, many single-moms
experienced drop out of school and career interruptions. 45% of the
unwed-moms had a job, but level of income was very low, a monthly average
about one million won(1,053,300 won). 35.6% of the unwed-moms were a
person who had experienced job training, and the percentage of single-moms
who need a new job training were 66.9%. They had experienced difficulties in
job training due to caring of their children. Therefore, facilitating
career—training and job placement is needed for prepare unwed mother’'s
self-reliance foundation. For this, expanding subsidies for caring child service
is needed.

Thirdly, single-moms have experienced the change in their lives and
blocking off social networks due to their pregnancy and childbirth. Thus,
building cooperating network in local communities is needed to single parents
for providing direct service.

Fourthly, characteristics of unwed mom’s family is distinct from another
family’s characteristics. So developing suitable welfare service program for
characteristics of unweds mothers is very important. Also, to cope with the
individual needs of single mothers, it is urgent to provide proper services and
promote experts for being able to link these services.

At last, as single mothers have experienced severe social prejudice and
discrimination, programs are established about the improvement of awareness
to single mothers, in the same time, it is needed to implement preventing

prejudice against single mother.
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