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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to survey and analyze the activities of research ethics in
universities and national research institutes of Korea. In addition, this research has
focused on the generation of valuable information for Korean government to establish
policy and system for boosting up research ethics according to global standards. The
objects of this survey were 237 universities and 32 national research institutes. The rates
of data collection in universities and national research institutes were 81.4% 90.6%,
respectively. In the present work, professors, researchers and graduate students were
involved in the survey for the first time. The present survey was carried out through a
on-line questionnaire system from August 23 to October 31. The questions contained in
the survey were the compilation of charter (the code) or the regulation on research
ethics and research notes, the presence of department charging of research ethics
affairs, actual research misconduct results and a spreading plan of research ethics
education etc. In comparison to the results of 2010 survey, the number of universities
and national research institutes have been greatly increased as the active members
carrying out a variety of research ethics activities in the areas of establishment of
regulation and codes on research ethics and research note, organizing research ethics
committee, and executing education on research ethics. However, still low percentages of
universities and national research institutes (63.7% and 86.2%, respectively) have run
education programs in research ethics. Therefore, the effort to spread out the research
ethics education programs in the form of on-line or off-line should be increased in
every sides of universities and national research institutes, and government. In addition,
the institutional review board (IRB) should be set up in much more universities in order
to not only guarantee bio-related ethics and security in biotechnology but also guarantee
human right in human and social sciences. Professors, researchers and graduate students
are well beware of regulation and codes on research ethics, and 21.1% of surveyed
persons have done research misconducts and the type of research misconducts were
mostly plagiarism, mistake in authorship, and duplication of research results.
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